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Truck-load of art on the road
Art in schools is about to take on a whole new meaning following the launch of the Real Art Roadshow at Mahara Gallery on the weekend. 

Sixty paintings were displayed at Mahara prior to hitting the road in a giant display truck for a tour of Wellington district colleges.

Team leader Fiona Richter said the show was a Kapiti-born initiative that would eventually get right around New Zealand.

“The idea came from Gary Brain’s music for schools project. I remember being at school when he came in, set up and gave us music we hadn’t seen live before. That made a real impression on me.”

The Real Art Roadshow had been a year in the planning and included an initial display of 60 paintings that would be transported in the Roadshow truck. The paintings were all purchased by the Real Art Charitable Trust.

“It’s a fantastic mobile gallery and has nine metres by nine metres of gallery space.

‘This is a fantastic opportunity for kids in school to get a close up look at a wide range of New Zealand paintings. There are works from the superstars of New Zealand painting and paintings from really strong mid-career artists as well as work from several emerging artists.”

Richter said the Real Art Roadshow was free to all schools. “We will send resources beforehand which includes DVD interviews with artists and printed info. We also have a website which will grow over time.

“Taking this art into the schools will give kids a fantastic opportunity to see art they might otherwise never come into contact with.

“We want students to get more of an appreciation of what the artist has done with the medium than just knowing the artists name. We are hoping it will open their hearts and minds and hopefully some will be inspired for their own art.”

