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Chance for pupils to look at "real art"
WAIOPEHU COLLEGE art history pupil Nicholas Kennett was transfixed by the aggressive brush strokes and layers of texture in Neil Frazer's oil painting Deep Freeze.
"It is amazing. I have never seen anything like it before except in books. Everywhere you look there is something different," the year 13 art history pupil said.

The painting is one of 65 works by top New Zealand artists featured in The Real Art Roadshow, which is touring colleges in a huge truck.  The display unfolds to form a 64-square-metre art gallery.

The Real Art Roadshow was unfolded for the first time at Waiopehu College on Monday, featuring a diverse range of paintings and drawings from leading New Zealand artists, including Philip Clairmont, Don Binney, Bill Hammond, Toss Woollaston, Jaqueline Fahey, John Reynolds, Dick Frizzell, Tony Fomison and Saskia Leek.

Aimed at year 11, 12 and 13 pupils, the works were chosen to fit into the secondary school art curriculum and designed to be a learning tool providing easy access to contemporary New Zealand art, giving pupils the opportunity to see the scale of the works, their colour, texture and detail.

Nicholas Kennett was so enthralled with Deep Freeze that he stood studying the oil painting for 15 minutes, along with other works he had not encountered close up before.

The travelling exhibition, which is funded by the Real Art Charitable Trust, was the brainchild of Fiona Richter and her husband. "I am buzzing," she said. "Sixty kids came through this morning. We wanted to give kids who lived several hours' drive away from public galleries access to art."

Visits were free and resources included DVD interviews with artists, printed material and Web-based information. The show was touring the lower North Island this term, and the trust planned a nationwide tour next year.

