New Zealand’s biggest art movement is on the move.

Press release: 15 February 2009

It’s massive, it’s mobile and it’s making its way around secondary schools throughout New Zealand. The Real Art Roadshow is New Zealand’s largest travelling art exhibition, not to mention the country’s most unusual and unconventional art gallery. The exhibition is housed in two huge trucks - one black, one silver - that literally unfold to form a couple of 64 square metre display pavilions.  Each of these ‘galleries’ displays over 60 pieces of original art by a cross-section of New Zealand artists, including Tony de Lautour, Dick Frizzell, Simon Ogden, Wayne Barrar, Octavia Cook, Don Driver, Ralph Hotere, Rob McLeod, Sarah Munro, Sylvia Siddell and Harry Watson. 

The Black Collection (named after the colour of the truck it travels in) focuses primarily on painting, while the Silver Collection (no prizes for guessing where the name came from) includes exciting and challenging genres such as sculpture, photography, jewellery and ceramic art. Together they form a fascinating and insightful overview of post 1945 New Zealand visual art. 

The Real Art Roadshow is the brainchild of Fiona Campbell, Rob McLeod and Gerald Barnett, three visionary art curators who had the idea of bringing real art to secondary school students in geographically isolated locations throughout New Zealand.  Prior to a visit from the Roadshow, few of these art students had the opportunity to see the real thing – the true scale, texture and colour of art works – instead relying on textbook illustrations and web site representations.  

The Roadshow team is determined that no art student should miss out. Fiona Campbell explains, “Our goal is to have the two trucks touring the country for the next ten years. Ideally a truck can visit two schools a week, though often in smaller centres there’s a flow-on effect when neighbouring primary and intermediate schools visit. The schools may also organise a parents and public evening.” 

The response so far has been nothing but positive. The Roadshow’s Schools Coordinator, Joy Wilkie, comments, “There has really been an overwhelming positive response from teachers and pupils alike. We ask all attendees to complete a questionnaire and the responses include comments like, ‘Our students don’t get this sort of exposure to art; I hope you come again’; and ‘Such an asset to have the art come to the school... no need to fill out complicated forms and chase students up for money. Fantastic!’” 

The Real Art Roadshow visits schools for free and requires no on-site handling by school staff. The selection of artists on display dovetails neatly into the current art curriculum and before visiting, teachers receive a collection of learning resources, including essays about the artworks, DVD interviews with the artists, sketchpads for all students who visit.

For more information on The Real Art Roadshow, including provisional dates and destinations for 2009, you can visit www.realartroadshow.co.nz or phone Joy Wilkie, 027 239 9060. See the show, it’s sure to move you!

