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Children provide the inspiration

Reading aloud: Sharon Holt reads Your Mother
Didn’t Do That! to children and parents at
Hamilton’s Chartwell Library. Photo: PELE LOLESI

Wendy Baker:
Beginning her
writing career.

C
hildren are the
major motivations
for two Waikato-
based authors

who’ve released new books.
Kihikihi’s Sharon Holt and

Hamilton’s Wendy Baker
both credit their own
children as inspiration for
writing and publication of
their new works.

Holt, 50, is an established
author, having written
several books, and has just
released her latest children’s
book Your Mother Didn’t Do
That!.

Originally from Auckland,
Holt has a background in
teaching and journalism, but
confides: ‘‘I always wanted to
be a children’s author.’’

After reading picture books
to her children Gregory, 13,
and Sophie, 11, added fuel to
the writing fire, Holt says
she ‘‘started sending things
off to the school journals’’ and
had several submissions
accepted immediately. It
gave her a valuable
kickstart: ‘‘That made me
think ‘I really can do it’.’’

Her first trade book, It’s
True! You Can Make Your
Own Jokes, followed a few
years later and was nomin-

ated for a 2007
New Zealand Post
Book Award. She’s
also produced two
books in the My
Story New Zealand
history series.

Your Mother
Didn’t Do That!
was written three
years ago, and
‘‘quite quickly’’ says
Holt. The catalyst
was a discussion
with her children
about what they’d learned at
school one day – they had
been told how some shark
species eat their own young,
hence the title and theme of
the difference between
human mothers and animal
parents.

‘‘It didn’t make me think of
writing a book, but it did put
the idea in my head.’’

The book’s main character,
Holly, is based on Sophie,
and Holt’s research resulted
in the picture book having a
subtle educational element
as well.

Holt says the publication of
a picture book is fulfilment of
a dream she has had for
many years, and she is
thrilled to have released her

new work through
Walker Books, one
of the leading
international
children’s book
publishers. It will
be distributed in
several countries
and is in hardback
form.

‘‘It’s even better
than I dreamed it
could be – it took
50 years, but I got
there in the end,’’

Holt says, adding she already
has a few ideas for her next
book bubbling away.

A 65-year-old literacy
tutor, Baker is surrounded
by words, and like Holt is
also a teacher.

She is just beginning her
writing career, and has
produced the first part of a
series of memoirs on the four
years she and her family
spent living in Papua New
Guinea from 1988. Strangers
is her first foray into writing,
based around diaries and
letters the family kept while
living in the country.

‘‘The kids had urged me to
write it all up into a book,’’
Baker says. She and her
husband John were church

missionaries in New Guinea,
and while her four children
were ‘‘very small when we
were up there, because it
concerned them, they
thought it (a book) would be
great’’.

Baker says she became
‘‘absorbed in writing’’
Strangers ‘‘and it turned out
okay’’. ‘‘It’s just anecdotal
stories,’’ Baker says. ‘‘The
only difficulty was getting
time – once I sat down, I
could barely turn myself
away (from the keyboard).’’

She took around a year to
prepare the first draft, and
began approaching
publishers with her
manuscript. Four years after
her first step into writing,
the book is now out through
Zeus Publications on a
‘‘printed on demand’’ basis.

‘‘We know it’s been sent to
five countries, which we’re
quite chuffed about. I’ve just
about finished the second
one, and it’s a continuation of
the story,’’ Baker says.

Jeff Neems

� Wendy Baker’s Strangers
(Zeus) and Sharon Holt’s
Your Mother Didn’t Do That!
(Walker) are out now.

Post-war
jigsaw

Picking Up The Reins – America, Britain and
the Post-War World, by Norman Moss
(Duckworth $69.99). Reviewed by Roy Burke.

What in the world happened after 1946?
Britain was a mighty power, the Nazis

were defeated, America wanted to draw
back and lick itself after its huge contri-
bution to victory. Instead, leadership slipped
across the Atlantic to a reluctant US and
Britain slid down the power scale to a much
lesser role. In three years the world changed
forever, and few of us
understand how and
why. Now Norman
Moss, British-born
writer, journalist and
broadcaster, supplies
answers in Picking Up
The Reins. He has
researched in detail,
defined the questions
and assembled in highly
readable and under-
standable form the
puzzle that was 1946-49.

The Soviet Union, a wartime ally,
transformed into a threatening expansionist
power; a paralysing winter devastated
Europe; Britain was broke and vulnerable,
and beyond erecting umbrellas for others.

Britain withdrew from the Eastern
Mediterranean – and the US saw bigger
troubles ahead unless it stepped in.

President Harry Truman in a keynote
speech said the US had to support free
peoples who were resisting attempted
subjugation by armed minorities or outside
pressures – it came to be known as the
Truman Doctrine. The Marshall Plan
followed, the brilliant future-shaping work
of General George C Marshall. It provided
economic relief in Europe and less generous
relief for China. Most of us have forgotten
these recovery processes, let alone how they
worked. Moss reminds us. It’s history that
deserves to be remembered and understood.

� Roy Burke is a Hamilton freelance
journalist.

Bringing art to the people
On the road: Harvey Benge’s Toyko Girl
Number 1.

Up on the
wall: Kelcy
Taratoa’s
Episode
17.

City vista:
Harry
Watson’s
Focus.
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Real Art Roadshow: The Book,
foreword by Hamish Keith
(Real Art Charitable Trust,
Craig Potton Publishing, $80).
Reviewed by Peter Dornauf.

Art philanthropy is a rare
commodity in this country. A
few individuals with a well-
honed sense of civic virtue in
the art arena do exist and one
of them is graphic designer
Fiona Campbell. In 2006, with
the help of Rob McLeod and Gerald
Barnett, she set up the Real Art
Charitable Trust.

Two articulated trucks and 126 art
works later, they were ready to hit the
road, taking their cargo to provincial
New Zealand schools, free, with the aim
of bringing top-line contemporary New
Zealand art live to secondary students
who might otherwise find it difficult to
visit major city galleries.

No help was forthcoming from the
Education Ministry (no surprises there)
but fortunately the trust was not
discouraged and the venture has turned
into a resounding success, applauded by

teachers and students
throughout the 70 schools
visited thus far.

As part of this visionary
enterprise, a handsome large
formatted, 280 page, book has
been published which contains
high quality colour images of
all the art works included in
this gallery on wheels,
together with a one-page
erudite, accessible
commentary on each of the

paintings, prints and sculpture. The
essays that feature opposite each art
work are written by leading art critics
and commentators such as Jill
Trevelyan, David Eggleton, Gregory
OBrien and John Hurrell. Most of the art
is post-1960s and includes all the major
New Zealand players: Hotere, Albrecht,
Clairmont, Wollaston, Fomison,
Hammond, Parakowhai, Cotton,
Robinson, Pardington, Reynolds, Frizzell
and Walters to name just a few.

This book is a sumptuous volume,
beautifully designed and produced,
complete with a useful art glossary and a
foreword by Hamish Keith. It will

provide a valuable addition to the
elucidation of modern New Zealand art,
a must for all libraries and those with
any interest in art and its appreciation in
this country.

The Roadshow will be parked and open
to the public in Civic Square, Worley Pl,
Hamilton, September 28 to October 9
while the book is available from
bookstores.The proceeds will be ploughed
back into the running costs of the show.

www.realartroadshow.co.nz

� Peter Dornauf is a Hamilton artist,
writer and teacher.


