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Recommended year levels: 11, 12, 13

Recommended group size: Individuals

Learning intention: The aims of this activity are to encourage students to make close observations of artworks and to learn about different art-making techniques.

Curriculum link: Developing practical knowledge.

Resources: Pencils, sketchpads or clipboards. Art techniques sheet

Instructions:

1. INTRO: Get the students as a whole class to spend approximately 7 minutes looking at all the artwork in the gallery. Tell them: if you think you have seen it all before the time is up – look again. Stand in front of something you really like and figure out why you like it. Then stand in front of something you DON’T like for a full minute and figure out why you DON’T like it. As you circulate and speak to the students encourage them to be descriptive in their language and reasoning when talking about the artworks.

2. Tell students that one of the great things about being in the Real Art Roadshow is that they can see artworks close up in the flesh (rather than reprinted in books or on the web) and can see details in the texture of the surfaces, and see more clearly what different techniques the artists have used.

3. ACTIVITY: Bring the class together in the middle of the gallery. Tell students that they are going to go on a treasure hunt through the art collection. The things they are looking for are different art-making techniques. Their goal is to find and record (by drawing and making notes) as many different art making techniques as they can in the time available (remind them that they may find more than one technique in an artwork).

4. When students find an art making technique from the list they need to make a close observation drawing of the part of the artwork that shows this technique. Encourage them to make notes about the technique the artist has used, indicating how they think it has been made and what tools and materials have been employed.

5. Find and record through drawings and notes at least 5 different art making technique examples in 15 minutes. 

6. WRAP: Bring the class back to the middle of the gallery. Ask students:
Did you enjoy this activity?

How many different techniques did you see? 
What are they? 
Which techniques did you like? What didn’t you like? 
Why do you think some are so effective? 
Which ones look hard to do? 
Which ones would you like to try in your own artwork? 
Has this activity given you any new ideas for your own artwork?

	Activity 9: ‘Art techniques’ examples

Impasto (thick paint)

Collage

Sgraffitto (scratching through paint)

Over painting

Over drawing

Thin washes, dribbles

Textured paint

Smooth paint

Blended colours

Stencilling

Masking out

Layering

Expressive brush strokes

Controlled brush strokes

Scribbling

Scumbling (dry brush over painting)

Pallet knife

Found objects

Spray paint

Outlining

Building

Modelling

Carving

Cutting

Relief painting

Digital manipulation

Welding

Smudging

Casting

Sewing
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