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Recommended year levels: 11, 12, 13
Recommended group size: Small groups (3 – 5 people)
Learning intention: The aim of this activity is to encourage students to think about the relationships between different artworks, and to discuss thematic or conceptual concerns, while also considering the role curators play in the way that we read and understand artworks.

Curriculum link: Understanding the arts in context

Resources: Pencils, clipboards or sketchpads, art curating sheets

Instructions:

1. INTRO: Get the students as a whole class to spend approximately 7 minutes looking at all the artwork in the gallery. Remind them that the activity they will do relies on them having seen all the artworks. They will need to be focussed in their looking. Tell them: if you think you have seen it all before the time is up – look again. They should find artworks they like and dlislike, ones they think are similar to each other, ones they think might use a similar medium or technique, or be painted at the same time, etc. As you circulate, encourage the students to be descriptive in their language and reasons when talking about the artworks.

2. ACTIVITY: Gather the students together. Ask students to imagine they have been given the job of curator at a boutique art gallery. Explain that a curator in a gllery is responsible for picking artworks to show together and must be able to justify their selection decisions to other staff and the public. Tell students that they are selecting works from this collection for an imaginary exhibition around a theme or idea of their choice.

3. Ask the students to get into small groups of 3 – 5. Give each group a clipboard and curating sheet.

4. In their groups, first ask them to think about a theme for their show.

5. Once the theme or idea is established, they need to work in their group to select artworks to exhibit under that theme. Give them 10 minutes to select 3 or 4 works. 

6. When students have selected all the artworks for their imaginary exhibition they need to: write down each artworks’ title and the artists’ names; discuss and justify why they have been selected to fit the theme and write this down; make notes about their chosen theme and what ideas they want their exhibition to express.

7. Students collaborate within their group to think of a clever title and write an introductory paragraph introducing the theme of their exhibition and the ideas that it demonstrates. 

8. Pair the groups to visit each other’s exhibitions. Encourage them to discuss the different themes and ideas that the other group has chosen, and which artworks have been selected, questioning how well they fit into the theme, and what ideas they contribute.

9. WRAP: Bring the class back to the middle of the gallery. Ask students:

Did you enjoy this activity?

Why did you choose your theme?  

What have you learnt about curating? 

What have you learnt about relationships between different artworks in this collection?
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