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Recommended year levels: 10, 11, 12
Recommended group size: Small groups (3 – 5 students)
Learning intention: The object of this activity is to enable students to work together in small groups to make an in-depth critical analysis of a painting, in relation to one aspect of it, either; content, colour, composition, light, or painting technique, and then to present this information to the rest of the class in the form of a short verbal review. 

Curriculum link: Understanding the arts in context, communicating and interpreting.

Resources: Pencils, sketchpads or clipboards and paper, discussion cards.
Instructions:

1. INTRO: Get the students as a whole class to spend approximately 5 minutes looking at all the artwork in the gallery. 

2. ACTIVITY: Show students the painting analysis cards and read out and discuss one or two questions to give a feel of the type of things they will be discussing. Divide the class into small groups and give one question card to each group.

3. Let students choose within their group which artwork to focus on, but strongly encourage them to choose something that is appropriate to the subject of their investigation ie. it won’t be very interesting to analyse a black and white painting if your subject is ‘colour’, and those who are investigating ‘content’ will probably find more to discuss in a figurative painting than an abstract one.

4. Give the groups time to go and find a painting, work through the questions and undertake their analysis/discussions (e.g. 10 - 15 minutes). Students may wish to make notes about their discussions so that it is easier to recall when presenting back to the class. Encourage all group members to articulate their views during the group discussion.

5. Call everyone back together as a class and ask each group to choose a speaker. Get them to take turns to stand next to the painting they have analysed and present a summary of their analysis/discussion to the rest of the class. 

6. If time allows ask students to repeat the exercise with another painting analysis card and a different painting.

7. WRAP: Bring the class back together to the middle of the gallery. Ask students:
Did you enjoy this activity? 
Was it easy or challenging? 
What did you learn? 
What artworks did you like most? 
Why?
Activity 6: ‘Look, think, share’ painting analysis card

PAINTING TECHNIQUE

Choose a painting, not a drawing or sculpture etc.

Look closely at the surface of the painting. 

· Is the paint thick (impasto) or thin? Or a mixture of some areas that are thin and some that are thick?

· Can you see different layers of paint? If so where? 

· Is the paint see through (translucent) or solid (opaque), or a mixture of both?

· Are different areas blended or hard edged? Or a mixture of both? 

· Has the paint been applied in washes (can you see drips?) or in thick dry layers?

· What was used to paint the picture? Can you see brush marks? Or pallet knife marks? Do you think a variety of sizes of brush have been used? If so where? 

· Has any paint been scratched or scraped away to reveal layers beneath? (Sgraffito)

· Is the paint technique flat or textured? Or areas of both? 

· What do you think was painted first (did the artist begin with the background)?

· Does the painting technique imply slow careful marks or quick expressive marks? 

· How would you describe the painting technique? Realistic? Stylised? Exaggerated? Expressionistic? Controlled? Any other?

Cut______________________________________________________________________________
Activity 6: ‘Look, think, share’ painting analysis card

CONTENT

Choose an artwork that has got lots going on in it.

Look closely at what is in the painting

· What is in this artwork (content)?

· Who or what is the main character or object of the artwork? Is there more than one?

Describe these characters or objects and what they are doing, or their positions and functions in the artwork. What are the relationships between these characters or objects and the other parts of the artwork? 

· How would you describe the mood or feeling of the artwork? 

· Is there a story being told by the artwork (narrative)? What is happening in the artwork? Describe what you think the story might be. Also think about - what happened just before in this artwork and what will happen next?

· Are any of the characters or objects representing an emotion? If so what emotion? How does the artwork make you feel?

· How would you describe the time and place for the setting of the artwork (e.g. past, future, now, night, day, reality, fantasy, dream, memory)?

· Does this artwork remind you of anything? If so what? 

· Where do you think the artist found ideas (inspiration) for the content of this artwork? 

· What does this artwork mean to you?

Activity 6: ‘Look, think, share’ painting analysis card

LIGHT
Chose an artwork that has got lots of ‘stuff’ in it.

Look closely at the whole artwork.

· Imagine holding a torch up as the light source for the artwork, where would you need to be pointing the torch from (light source)?

· Is the light source the same for the whole artwork (consistent) or coming from different directions in different parts of the artwork (inconsistent/directional)?

· Are there any shadows? If so which directions to they fall in? Are the shadows long or short? What colours are they?

· How would you describe the light being cast in the artwork? Is it hard or soft (look at the edges of objects, and their shadows)?

· Is the light dramatic (stands out as a main feature of the painting) or subtle (you don’t really notice it at first)?

· Is the light in the artwork coloured light or white light (look at the objects where the light is falling – has it changed the colour of them)?

· What time of day/night or what season does the light suggest to you (e.g. is the light warm or cool? Is the direction of the light high or low)?

· Is the direction of the light being used as part of the composition (does it lead your eye to different points over the artwork? – if so where)?

· How has light/dark been used to describe the objects in the artwork?
Cut______________________________________________________________________________
Activity 6: ‘Look, think, share’ painting analysis card

COMPOSITION

Chose an artwork that has got lots going on in it.

Look closely at the whole artwork.

· Describe or trace the line your eye travels over the artwork when you look at it – where does it start, where does it travel to? Where does it rest/end?

· Where does your eye go first when you look at this artwork? Is there a central place in the artwork that your eye immediately focuses on when you look at it (focal point)? Where is it? Or are there 2 (dual) or 3 (triangular) arrangements of focus points – or more than that? Where are they?

· Is there a sense of balance in the composition (e.g. is there balance between each side of the artwork? Or the top and bottom? Or the background and foreground)?

· What is in the back (background) of this picture and what is in the front (foreground)? What is in the middle distance? Is there much depth in this artwork or not?

· What is the closest point of the artwork? What is the most distant point in the artwork? Has the artist created a feeling of distance or depth (perspective)? If so, how?

· Describe the view point of the artwork – do you look up at, down on, at an angle to or directly at the main focus point of the artwork? Or is it an ‘overall’ composition?

· Is the scale of the objects in the artwork - in comparison with each other - realistic or imagined?

· Now that you have looked in detail, how would you describe the composition of this artwork (composition is how things are arranged in the picture)?
Activity 6: ‘Look, think, share’ painting analysis card

COLOUR

Chose an artwork that is coloured, not something black and white.

Look carefully at the whole artwork.

Check with the colour wheel if you are unsure.

· Can you see yellows, oranges, reds in this artwork (warm colours)? Or purples, blues and greens (cool colours)? Where? 

· Can you see complementary colours (colours that are opposite each other on the colour wheel e.g. red + green, blue + orange, yellow + purple)? Where?

· Can you see any colours with black added to them (shades)? Or colours with white added to them (tints)? Where? What about colours with grey in them (tones)? 
· Are the colours see-through (translucent) or solid (opaque)? Point these differences out.

· List all the colours you can see in the artwork. This is the artwork’s colour pallet. What is the colour pallet range? Which if any part of the colour wheel has been left out (a limited pallet)?

· Is the colour being used to link different parts of the composition (composition is the layout of a artwork)? Point this out.

· Do the colours set up a mood or feeling for the artwork? Describe the mood/feeling.
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