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Recommended year levels: 7, 8, 9, 10
Recommended group size: Individuals
Learning intention: This activity is designed to introduce how to use a view finder, and learn about what composition is, while encouraging careful observational drawing.

Curriculum Link: Developing practical knowledge.

Resources: Selection of different view finders, pencils, sketchpads or plain paper and clipboards.

Instructions:

1. INTRO: Get the students as a whole class to spend approximately 5 minutes looking at all the artwork in the gallery. 

2. ACTIVITY: Get the class together in the middle of the gallery and describe how to use a view finder (hold view finder at arms length, lock elbow - this way it always stays at the same distance). What are view finders for? Selecting a view or composition to focus on. What is a composition? Composition is how the artist has arranged the things in the artwork. Select an artwork to describe some key points about its composition.

3. Demonstrate how to use a view finder to select part of an artwork to draw. Which part of an artwork would you focus on and why?

4. Get students to choose one shaped view finder to use.

5. Students then draw the shape of the inside of the view finder onto their paper, about a quarter of the A4 page would be a good size for the shape.
6. They use the view finder to select a view of part of an artwork to draw. Encourage them to think carefully about the composition they are selecting: Is there a central focus point? Is there any different perspective in the composition? Are they cropping part of an object in their composition?

7. Once they have decided on a composition they like, they hold the view finder up (as shown) and draw what they can see inside it, within the shape they have drawn on their page.

8. WRAP: Bring all the drawings and students together so that they can see each others work.. See if students can guess which artwork the bite sized drawings have come from. Ask students: 
Did you enjoy this activity?

Which drawings do you like? 
Why did you choose the artwork you chose to draw from? 

What was the purpose of this activity?  
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