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Recommended year levels: 5, 6, 7, 8
Recommended group size: pairs
Learning intention: This activity is designed to stimulate careful looking and creative thinking. 

Curriculum link: Communicating and interpreting, and developing ideas.

Resources: ‘Step into an artwork’ story telling question sheet

Teachers note: This activity might be something that teachers would like to record so that they can build writing work out of the activity at a later time.
Instructions:

1. INTRO: Get the students as a whole class to spend approximately 10 minutes looking at all the artwork in the gallery. Tell them: if you think you have seen it all before the time is up – look again. Stand in front of something you really like and figure out why you like it. Then stand in front of something you DON’T like for a full two miuntes and figure out why you DON’T like it. As you circulate encourage the students to be descriptive in their language and reasons when talking about the artworks.

2. ACTIVITY: Bring the class together in the middle of the gallery and begin this activity by modelling it. Choose an artwork and tell the story of what it is like to step into it. Mime stepping through the frame and walking into the picture. Encourage the students to help you to describe what it is like inside by describing its inner imagined world. 
3. Once you have finished an example with the whole class let them work in pairs and do it themselves. Encourage students to describe everything about it. Use these prompt questions to get their imaginations going:  Where will you step in? How big will you be inside it compared to all the things in it? What does it feel like inside? What does it sound like? What does it smell like? What does it taste like? If you touch something – what can you feel? Is it cold or warm? Can you move around inside? Can you look into corners? Can you talk to the people? Can you open things or look behind them? Is anything moving in there? What is going to happen next? 

4. Let students choose when to end the story and step back out of the painting. (approx. 5 mins)

5. Get the pairs to swap roles.

6. WRAP: Bring the class back together to the middle of the gallery. Ask students; 

Did you enjoy this activity? 

Can you do this activity with any kind of artwork? 

What kinds of artworks are best for this activity?  

Do you think you could write your ideas into a story? 

Next time you make a painting would it be helpful for you to imagine stepping inside it?
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Where will you step into the picture?

What can you see?

How big will you be inside the picture compared to all the things in it?

What does it feel like inside?

Are there sounds, what are they like?

Can you look into corners?

Can you open things or look behind them?

Can you taste anything, what is it like?

Are there smells, what are they like?

If you touch something, what does it feel like?

Can you move around inside? 

Is anything moving there?

Can you talk to people?

Is it warm or cold?

What is going to happen next???
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