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Recommended year levels: 11, 12, 13

Recommended group size: Pairs

Learning intention: The aims of this activity are to encourage students to develop and demonstrate their knowledge of a specific art genre, while stimulating their analytical and critical thinking skills to make a comparative study.

Curriculum link: Understanding the arts in context, communicating and interpreting.

Resources: Pencils, sketchpads or clipboards and paper, art genre prompt card.

Teachers note: These studies, notes and answers could be used as the basis of an essay written later in class. A reminder too that images of all artworks can be found on the Real Art Roadshow website. The questions on the analysis study sheet could take up to a full hour to complete well. You may like to review the questions and suggest which ones to omit.

Instructions:

1. INTRO: Get the students as a whole class to spend approximately 7 minutes looking at all the artwork in the gallery. Tell them: if you think you have seen it all before the time is up – look again. Stand in front of something you really like and figure out why you like it. Then stand in front of something you DON’T like for a full miunte and figure out why you DON’T like it. As you circulate and speak to the students encourage them to be descriptive in their language and reasoning when talking about the artworks.

2. ACTIVITY: Ask students to work in pairs. Give them the prompt card, then send them off to find two examples of this genre of art to study and compare (it would make sense to study two artworks that are close to each other in the gallery – preferably those that are hung on the same panel or close by, so that students can look at both at the same time when comparing them).

3. Encourage students to make quick, good quality, well observed sketches of the two artworks they are studying (about 5 minutes).

4. WRAP: Bring the students back to the middle of the gallery. Invite the pairs to share what they have observed and thought in response to the artworks. Then ask students:  

Did you enjoy this activity?

Why did you choose your particular artworks to study? 

What skills did you need to use? 

What have you learnt about that particular art genre? 

What techniques did the artists you were studying use? 

What different approaches to subject matter did the artists you studied take? 

Has it given you any ideas for your own artworks?

Activity 17: Art genres comparative prompt card: SCULPTURE

Compare and contrast two artworks and answer the following questions:

Note: Sculptures are artworks that are 3D.

List the ways they are different.

List the ways they are similar. 

Describe what is different about their mood, feeling or meaning.

Which do you prefer, and why? 
Think about the following to help you:

1. What can you see when ou observe the sculpture?

2. What different materials is it made from (wood, metal, textiles, resin, found objects, etc.)?

3. How has it been made? What techniques has the artist used (carved, cast, welded, collaged, constructed, accumulated, painted etc.)?

4. What tools would the artist have used to make it?

5. Describe the different elements and the colours, shapes, forms, etc.

6. What does it remind you of? Have you seen anything like it before? If so where? What was it?

7. What is the mood or feeling of the artwork (funny, happy, sad, ironic, disturbing, neutral etc.)?

8. Has the artist used perspective or light?

9. Has the artist played with scale? If so how?

10. What is the surface of the artwork like?

11. How is the sculpture displayed? Does this add anything to the feeling or meaning of the artwork? How else could it have been displayed?

12. Does this sculpture have a function (e.g. it can be worn, used to put things in etc.)?

13. What do you think inspired the artist to make this artwork?

14. What thoughts or feelings do you think the artist is expressing through this sculpture?

15. What do you think the artist intends us to think and feel about the sculpture?

16. What else do you notice about the artwork?

17. Do you think the artist is provoking any questions for us about the nature of art or sculpture? If so what are they?

18. What does it mean to you?

19. What do you like/dislike about it? Why?

