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Recommended year levels: 11, 12, 13

Recommended group size: Pairs

Learning intention: The aims of this activity are to encourage students to develop and demonstrate their knowledge of a specific art genre, while stimulating their analytical and critical thinking skills.

Curriculum link: Understanding the arts in context, communicating and interpreting.

Resources: Pencils, sketchpads or clipboards, Art Genres study sheets.

Teachers note: These studies, notes and answers could be used as the basis of an essay written later in class. A reminder too that images of all artworks can be found on the Real Art Roadshow website. The questions on the analysis study sheet could take up to a full hour to complete well. You may like to review the questions and suggest which ones to omit.

Instructions:

1. INTRO: Get the students as a whole class to spend approximately 7 minutes looking at all the artwork in the gallery. Tell them: if you think you have seen it all before the time is up – look again. Stand in front of something you really like and figure out why you like it. Then stand in front of something you DON’T like for a full miunte and figure out why you DON’T like it. As you circulate and speak to the students encourage them to be descriptive in their language and reasoning when talking about the artworks.

2. ACTIVITY: Ask students to work in pairs. Give each pair a study sheet, and send them off to find a good example of this genre of art to examine.

3. Ask students to make a good quality, well observed but quick sketch (allow about 3 minutes) of the artwork.

4. Then students should make an in-depth study of the artwork by answering the questions on the study sheet.

5. WRAP: Bring the students back to the middle of the gallery. Ask students: 
Did you enjoy this activity?

Why did you choose your particular artwork to study? 
What skills did you need to use? 
What have you learnt about that particular art genre? 
What techniques did the artist you were studying use? 
What different approaches to subject matter did the artist you studied take? 
Has it given you any ideas for your own artworks?

Activity 10: Art genres analysis study sheet: LANDSCAPE

Carefully observe a landscape artwork and answer the questions below.

Note: The genre of landscape can also include seascapes.

	1. Is it a real or imagined landscape? Or part of both?

	2. Has the artist created it from observation of real life, from a photograph, from imagination or from memory? Or a mixture of these?

	3. Is it a marine, rural or urban landscape?

	4. Is the landscape populated or unpopulated?

	5. Can you tell what period in history it is? What time of day? What season? Or what country?

	6. What is in the landscape? What is in the foreground? What is in the middle distance? What is in the background?

	7. Where is the horizon (middle, top or bottom)? Is there a main focal point of the landscape? (Is the focal point on the horizon or not?)

	8. What viewing position does the landscape provide for the viewer (from inside, from above, from below, outside looking in etc.)? Does the landscape feel inviting?

	9. How has the artist used perspective?

	10. Where is the light coming from (above, below, in front, behind, one side)?

	11. How has the landscape painting been made? What tools, techniques and materials has the artist used?

	12. How has the artist used colour or tones and shades?

	13. What style is it made in? How would you describe the style (realistic, stylised, exaggerated, expressionistic, controlled, other)?

	14. What mood or feeling does the landscape evoke?

	15. Is there any movement or action in the landscape?

	16. What do you think inspired the artist to make this landscape?

	17. What relationship do you think the artist feels with the landscape?

	18. What else do you notice about it?

	19. What do you think the artist intends us to think about the landscape?

	20. Is the artist provoking any questions for us about the environment or landscape in this artwork? If so what are they?

	21. What does the artwork mean to you? What do you like/dislike about it? Why?




