	Activity 1: ‘What can you see?’ eyes-shut game
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Recommended year levels: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
Recommended group size: Pairs
Learning intention: This activity is designed to encourage careful looking, develop a good descriptive vocabulary and stimulate imaginative thinking. 

Curriculum link: Communicating and interpreting.

Resources: Nothing. 

Teachers note: This activity works best if it is done before showing students any of the artworks in the gallery.

Instructions:

1. ACTIVITY: Outside the truck ask students to get into pairs and ask one to shut their eyes. The other has to gently lead their partner into the truck, find an artwork and sit them in front of it. The eyes-open student then describes the artwork to them in as much detail as they can so that the eyes-shut student can imagine what it looks like while listening to the description. 

2. For younger students you can model this activity yourself first with a student. Start in the truck with them sitting in a group in the middle. Choose a student and ask them to shut their eyes. Gently lead them to an artwork they may not have spotted. Start describing it and encourage the other students to help you. Give them clues of things to look for e.g. colours, shapes, objects, materials, scale etc.

3. Give the pairs time to describe the work (2 - 3 minutes). Encourage students to explain what they think the artwork means as part of the description. When time is up ask the eyes-shut students to open their eyes and look at the artwork which has been described to them. Gather the students together again. Ask them some questions about the experience e.g. does the artwork look the same as they imagined? If not – what is different? Is it easy or hard to describe an artwork with words? Why?

4. Give the other partner a turn to repeat the eyes shut activity with a different artwork. 

5. WRAP: Bring the  class together in the middle of the gallery. Choose a selection of questions depending on year level and time avavilable: 

 
Did you enjoy this activity?

Is it better to look at an artwork or try to talk about it? 

What have you learnt from this activity? 

What was challenging? 

Do you think most people looking at an artwork come up with the same meaning? 
Why?

